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Dearest Sweetheart and Folks, 

It looks now as if I could hardly get to Philadelphia before the 
day set by the President for Thanksgiving. Perhapd the interpretation 
of my ,premonitiom that I would be home for thanksziming is this, that 
the day I arrive will be Thanksgiving whenever it comes. As I have 
written you, I communicated with Bishop Brent my desire to come home, 
so that I might be near Anne MacGregor now when she is particularly 
lonely. I received irom the Bishop a beautiful letter of sympathy, and 
the promise that he would make every effort to get me back at the 
earliest opportunity. This. is very hopeful news indeed, for he has a 
strong hold on the powers thet be in this army, and he is at the center 
of the works besides. Transports are going back all the while now, and 
the chaplains' office has had it on their mind to arrange a sort of 
pool of chaplains at the different ports and feed them into the boats 
as the need for then erose, with the idea that the chaplaim should be 
ship chaplain on the voyage, but not return. A week ago a transport 
was ready to sail with wounded and) there was’ no chaplain of either the 
army or nevy aboard. I smelled out the situation by going out to said 
Ship on a dispatch boat. I thought my day had come, and I was: Tull of 
nign hopes of really arriving for the, twenty eighth, for that would 
have made it and to spare. Chaplain Yates the senior base chaplain 
wired. recommending me for this job of taking her over, and I sent in 
a@ private request to the chaplains’ office for the same. You can imagine 
how eargerly I waited for the answer. I really expected to get off. The 
fact that the ship "as there at that time needing a chaplain, seemed 
like a providemtial provision for my need. But that same night of per- 
naps the nest morning an answer came from the office chaplain at head- 
quarters that they had not as yet any authority for assigning a chap= 
lain to that duty, but would let us know when they could. I wired then 
asking if a straigut tranfer to the States could not be given without 
becoming a transport chaplain even for the trip, but to go over as a 
passenger. A few days ago the Bishop wired me that it was impossible 
to go over unless attached to a unit of troops who were Boing, and 
he added "am assigning you to the __---~--", The reasonable inter- 
pretation of that was that this bunch are about to go home, and the 
Bishop found it out and slapped me on them. Mx XYrken 

My ftriend of the 78th Division Col. Megill rolled into town the 
other day, beaming all over, because he had received a sudden order 
to go to the States. He sat around here with his fingers crossed and 
rubbing a sprig of mistletoe that a French girl had given nim for good 
luck,( he does not pray or depend om the Lord as we do), and then his 
orders. were changed, so he is: dowm in the mouth a bit. He wired for me 
to find out where this new unit of mine is now located, and we learned. 
It is not very near the sea shore yet, I may say, but it may be coming. 
Then he went to wiring, on his own behalf and I have not seen him since 
his answer errived. Last evening Chaplaim Yates: wired again to ask 
about the prospect of assigning chaplains to ships, that is, whether 
the G.H.Q.Chaplains had succeeded in getting th permission they saught. 

The funny thing about the assignment Bishop Brent gave me, is that 
it is the old organization to which Chaplain Yates belonged. He took 
quite a condescending view towards my desire to return at first. He also 
has not much but criticism for Bishop Brent. He has been in the regular 
army for seventeen years, and while he is very zealous for pure and 
undefiled religion, being a good southern Baptist, he is too careful 
of his rank, his prerogatives, rights and privileges. It is the old 


(2) 
army fault. Instead of trying to. get the work done with the help of 
anybody, Y.M. of what-not, he wants all other organizations to acknow- 
ledge his superiority to them before he begins. We youngsters at the 
game are a little foo ready to cooperate with the Y.M. and even to 
praise and defend them at times, to suit him. Well, when Chaplain Yates 
heard that I had been assigned to his old outfit with the plain impli- 
cation therein that we were all to go home, his whole attitude changed. 
He wondered how I got the appointmmnt. I told him that I had no idea. 
I have always stuck up for Bishop Brent through thick and thin. He is 
accusedof pushing the Episcopalians and never forgetting that he is 
an Episcopalian. The old army chaplains resent the fact that he a 
civilian should have been put at the head of the works, and they are 
co in the air about the uniform ruling that Brent approved making. chap— 
ains wear the cross on the choulder and no bars indicating rank. And 
lthough it is the law Yates) still wears his: captain§s bars, and a 
ouple of the priests do also. I think I got my original drag with 
Brent. by being pretty good friends with Allen Evans and Bryan McCormick, 
They were rather the king pins, with Brent when we landed here, ana I 
got some of their reflected glory. Then when we were. up north with the 
British, I got in with the Church of England chaplains who thought the 
world of Brent, and whom he kmew well. He is a great Anglican, 

Now I think Yates. wants to move everything to get back to his 
old post which I am about toferdered to, and get me on a transport job. 
So long as: I get home quickly it does not matter to me, but I was 
tickled to see him. varm,up to the idea of going home. I have his nun— 
ber now I think. He promptly wired to see if he could not now assign 
us to transports. | 

A couple of days ago some simty more chaplains came over. The 
woods are full of them now. All they have to do is cheer, but I am im 
favor of letting them "take over" the line now, while I for one go | 
home. My old division did not go along to be policeman for the Hun, and 
I am just as well. pleased that I did not stay around. Then too, I do 
not think there would be much uplift in this army of occupatiom business. 
I should want to have my drinking water sent from home. 

I reaeived some Letters here this week, and last week too. A little 
bundle rolls in about that 6Bten. Am living now up im Casemate Fautras 
an old French Barracks. It is a simple old place as far as: fancy wall 
cvaper and frilled curtains go, but my mess is only fifty feet from my 
bed and with about twelve chaplains in this burg, my work in not over-— 
Straining me. The A.E.F. could spare me all right, but they work by 
rule, and you have to wait a deal in the army. But I feel that we can 
afford to be very patient these days. The war is over. Ali France is as 
sefe as dear Delhi, and the boys will be coming bays: as rapidly as they 
can be moved. Just now things are being held in a state of quiet pre- 
paredness. We do not want the Hun to slip anything over on us now. He 
is in e bad way, but while there is life in his sneaking hide there is 
deviltry there too. "Good Germans" over here are dead ones. You used to 
hear some one say, he saw some "good Boche", and you knew they were 
stiff and cold. I am inclined to agree with that, the more I see of then. 
Dr. Stevie is in Paris. A Stevenson from California is the religious 
work director here for the Y¥.M. He seemed like a good chap when I called 
on him. Fieldmouseface may remember one Fetch of Columbus who had a chur@ 
down around Phird and Broad streets. He is here also. Not too much of a 
suy on the whole. I mean, just a poor preacher who came over here be- 
cause it offered a good chance to get away from his job and not starve. 
There are a lot of them here for that reason I think, chaplains too. 

Have been wondering whether Esther has come over yet. If I have > 
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to go to this new bunch, it will mean a passage through Paris, and that 
will be about Thanksgiving Day I guess, if I have to go. It will be a 
poor substitute for home, believe me, but there are some tolks there, 
and I may be able to have a meal with Dr. Stevie, the Baldwins, and 
certainly Esther if she is there. I ran across Dri Davis the last time 
and arranged to lunch with him, but I ran into Ted Briggs and Ruth 
Curtis who had just been married and so promptly cut Dri and had lunch 
with them. 

Princeton of Philadelphia person shows up here every day or 
so. Found my way to the apartments of Drexel Paul the evening that we 
got the straight dope on the armistice. Then day before yesterday I 
met an old Delancey schoolmate, Dick Warren. Had a letter irom Sam 
Rogers, who has been here with a French regiment since the first of 
1917. He drives an abbulance. It was a surprise to me find that he was 
a cousin of Brentie Greene. It certainly sounded oddly to read him re- 
ferring to the august, pious, and saintly Professor as "Cousin Brent”. 
I never used to call him "Brent"! 

For two weeks we have had beautiful weather, but for two days now 
it has rained and the gossip is that this is to last all winter. It will 
get no colder. For the past week or two I have not been writing to you 
all so frequently, because I have had so certain an idea that I would 
soon be with you. Your cables to me go by wire to England and are 
mailed from there, so they are not much faster than a Lletten, oh some 
faster of course, but they do not reach me as quickly as mine to you 
reach you. So do not worry about my not answering cables. I will contin- 
ue to cable you every few days or week or so. I have a cable all made 
out which says "CominB&" which I have been carrying around in my pocket 
for a week or more, and I keen to get it off. I rather hope Anne Mac 
Gregor gets to you before Christmas, because it will be nice! to see 
her soon after I land. But if I can wire prior to dailing that I am on 
the way, she will have time to reach you at Philadelphia. I am glad you 
(Sweetheart) are out at Ann Arbor. Elizabeth and John have certainly 
been most Lovely to us. I claim a share of their goodness has fallen 
upon me. It was indeed a most beautiful remembrance to tack my name on 
the flowers they sent. Have you received any of the knives, lace and 
books yet. They ougnt to be coming along. They were purchased away back 
last mummer. The knives had to be made, and they were to get to you 
along about November. The lace was to be sent in August, the last of 
the month, and the books did not start until elong in October or the 
first of November. I did not spend such a lot on books. I tried to be 
careful. 

I fear me much that when I get back to you, my zeal. for study in 
Paris will wane and that I will want to get a good church and go to it. 
The best plan will be shown us at the proper time. Dr.Warfield sent me 
a letter of old Dr. Dowumergue, the great Calvin scholar at Montaubon, 
to use if I ever get the chance to be near that place. It is away down 
in the south, so I fear I shall not be able to use it this trip. 

Give my love to everybody concerned. I am anxious to get the 
letters you all wrote after the armistice was signed. 

Loads of love, all the world has Dearest Folks. I love you, I 
love you. I love you. I love you. 


Pe pater 
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